Airport for sale
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Robert and Winifred Miller would like to sell or lease their little country airport, complete with grass runway, in Keymar.

Keyman
Airpark

‘Pretty expensive
for a toy’

By RAMESH SANTANAM
Times Staff Writer

: KEYMAR

Anyone interested in buying or leasing a
small airport? If so, Robert Miller may have a
deal for you.

Miller and his wife, Winifred, have a 15 3/4-
acre airstrip literally in their backyard. A few
area pilots keep their planes parked there.

The Millers built Keymar Airpark, as the air-
port is officially known, in 1970 at the initial
cost of about $40,000 — “pretty expensive for a
toy,” Miller says.

He says he decided to build the airport when
he started taking lessons to get his pilot’s
license.

“I just enjoyed it, really,” Miller says. “It’s
beautiful up there. I'd watch the traffic and
how the roads would go.”

But about seven years ago, he lost his desire
to fly, and he has been trying to sell the airport
for the past two years.

“I've not been trying to sell it too bad,” he
says, “but I'd like to get rid of it.”

After caring for his “toy” for 25 years, Miller
wants to hand the airpark to someone else.

Maintaining the airport requires, among
other things, mowing the grass runway (2.000
feet long, 120 feet wide) iwice a week in the
spring and summer — a task that takes about
six to seven hours each time. And whenever a
plane happens to bust a runway light, the
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Rev. Dale Kidd officiating. Inter-
ment will be in the Lake View Me-
morial Park, Sykesville.
The family will receive friends
from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Satur-
day at the funeral home.
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Millers have to replace the bulb.

“I'm getting too old for it,” says
Miller, who'll turn 73 in May.

When the airport first opened,
“We had a flying club,” Miller says.
“It was a lot of fun.”

Fellow pilots gathered for cama-
raderie and good feod. But then,
says Miller, the club had a run-in
with the Internal Revenue Service
about s years ago.

The IRS wanted the club to pay
an amusement tax because food
was sold at these events, Miller
gsays. “They said that was an
amusement, but it sure didn’t
make sense to me. So, we decided
to disband the club and say the
heck with it.”

The Keymar Airpark has been
an attention-getter since it opened,
Miller says. Curiosity seekers still
stop by to inguire about the planes
parked behind his home.

In the summer, the airport often
becomes a weekend landing strip
for ultralights and pamp]antb

Miller says he loves seeing the
light airera(t land in his back yard
and enjoys talking to the pilots.

“They’ve gotten to know us now,
says his wife. “They stop in on a
Sunday to shoot the breeze.”

And occasionally, helicopters
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465 Baltimore Blvd.
Westminster, Md
Phone (410) 848-7505
410) 876-7710

“A gentleman stopped in and
gave me a ride years ago,” Wini-
fred Miller recalls. “I really en-
Jjoyed that.”

Owning the airport has been
quite an adventure, filled with
many memorable moments, the
Millers say.

They fondly remember when, in
the early '70s, a plane took off and
at about 50 feet, slumped into a
nearby cow pasture because the pi-
lot had inadvertently switched to
an empty fuel tank.

“No one was injured,” Miller re-
calls.

a Maine couple and their two chi
dren found themselves flying in
rainstorm on their way back fro
Florida, Winifred Miller remen
bers.

Their plane landed at the Mil
ers’ field.

“They said they had never bee
so thankful to see an airport,” Wir
ifred Miller says.

Despite these fond memories
Miller says he has neither the de
sire nor the stamina to continu
the airport’s upkeep.

“It's for rent, for lease, for sal
any of the above,” adds his wife.
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